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“Jim” Crow, Sioux
!

Rapids Pet, Is Dead

“Jim” Crow, well known to
everyone in Sioux Rapids, is dead,
apparently the victim of an as-
sassin's bullet. As the word was
quickly passed around, the towns-
people expressed sorrow over the
loss of Jim and many children
shed tears.

To a stranger, Jim was no more
than just a large black crow. But
to most people of the town he
was a three-year-old community
pet. Jim was a smart bird. Why
shouldn’t he be? He went to
school regularly, sitting on the
window sills. He was always vis-
iting someone—first 1n one part
of town, then another. He was
very tame and craved human
company, He sat in open win-
dows, sometimes entering build-
ings. Several could hold him
perched on their fingers—but he
usually kept his distance about
four to eight feet. Often he would
follow one on his way to town.
He was very popular in the busi-
ness district.

Jim's most unusual ability and
the one that caused the greatest
comment was his ability to “talk”.
His voice was strikingly similar
to a high-pitched human voice.
Common expressions were “Hello
there—Hi, Kid—Oh Boy” and so
on. In the morning shortly after
dawn his voice carried quite a dis-
tance. In the quiet of the morn-
ing many were fooled into think-
ing that two or three boys a block
or two away were hollering at
each other.

Jim was full of pranks, too. He
had been known to pick up bright
objects and carry them off. Mon-
day was the day he usually got
into the most trouble with house-
wives—washday, He had been
caught many times pulling out
clothespins and letting the wash-
g drop to the ground — then
walking on 1t, usually after first
walking in some mud. One wo-
man who caught him in the act
of pulling clothespins chased him
away with a broom. He flew a
safe distance and hollered, “Oh
boy, oh boy!”

Jim attended church a little
more regularly than some mem-
bers. He has perched in open
church windows during services
and made more than one choir
uneasy. But he usually kept quiet
at such times. This religious in-
fluence probably accounts for the
fact that he was never known to
“cuss” such as some talking par-
Tots,

Jim Crow was probably the
best known bird in the state as
he has been pointed out to so
many visitors in the town. Sales-

Dog Names

(Continued from Page Six)
for its rapid, whip-like move-
ments.—Frank Colby, Columbus
Dispatch.

1M

—Reqgister & Tribune Photo.

Crow, three-year-old community pet of Sioux Rapids and probably the best known

bird in the state, caused much comment by his unusual ability to “‘talk.”

men of the area all knew him.
He has been featured in news
columns of many large papers
and pictured in oddity cartoons.—
Storm Lake Pilot-Tribune.

Believing that the fundamental
problems involved in the restora-
tion and preservation of wildlife
are inseparably linked with
those of pure water, perpetual
forests and productive soil, the
National Wildlife Federation has
published four books to bring
dramatically and entertainingly
the story of our national existence
to the school children of America.

“My Land and Your Land” is
the general title of these books.
They provide basic conservation
information, and each one is writ-
ten with a special appeal to a par-
ticular age group or grade in our
public schools. Six years of re-
search by leaders in the educa-
tional field were devoted to the
preparation of the 160 pages of
text. Illustrations, both in color
and black and white, giving life
to the text, are found on every
page.

“Would You Like To Have Lived
When?” is the first title in the
series and is adapted for children
in the third, fourth and f{ifth
grades. It 1s a graphic, interest-
ing tale of what our forefathers
found here when our country was
young. Virgin forests and soil,
pure, clear lakes and rivers, wild-
life of all species in abundance
greeted the early settlers.

It paints the picture of our ex-
panding country, of the movement
westward over the mountains of
New York, Pennsylvania and the
Virginias into the valleys of the
Ohio and the Mississippi by ox-
carts, flat boats and covered
wagon. Cutting down forests to
make farm land, plowing up the
prairie for more farm land, killing
off much of nature's store house
of wildlife made problems for the
generations of people who fol-
lowed these pioneers in the fron-
tiers.

“Raindrops and Muddy Rivers”
1s the second title in the series of
conservation books. It is adapted

for grades four, five and six. In it
the student 1s shown in simple
words, pictures and examples how
dependent all life is on pure, clean
water. The interrelationship ot
water, soil and life i1s a story of
absorbing interest. Drought,
erosion and floods mean eithe:
too much or too little water. The
wise control and use of oul
streams, lakes and other waters
are pointed out by illustration
which prints in the mind of the
student the morals to be learned.

The third title in this series of
instructive conservation books is
“Plants and Animals Live To-
gether”., Plants are the only na-
tural food factories. All animal
life, including man, is depending
upon them in one form or another.
[his intricate relationship is beau-
tifully told and brings into the
mind of the student the need for
careful management and use of
these bountiful warehouses of na-
ture. The harmful insects, plants
and animals are brought to the
attention of the reader and he is
able to weigh their values in his
own existence.

The fourth and last title 1s “Na-
ture’s Bank—The Soil”, adapted
for the sixth, seventh and eighth
grades. Step by step through the
first three books the authors have
brought to the student the story
of water, forests, plants and ani-
mals, and the value and impor-
tance of each in our own life. In
this last book the riches of the
soil are brought into bold relief.
Everything that lives and breathes
comes from the soil, either direct-
ly or by several steps. These steps
are delightfully told and become
fixtures in the student’s mind
Nature's Bank is the richest and
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the oldest bank in the world. How
to extract these riches without
robbing the bank is the theme of
this book.

Emphasis throughout the four
books 1s placed on the relation-
ship and interdependence of wa-
ter, soil, forests and wildlife, The
authors are all able educators in
our schools and colleges, and are

familiar with the student's psy-
chology and reactions to the
things 1n nature. Nowhere has

there ever been focused in such
a serles of booklets as much vital
information about conservation as
in these four books,

The National Wildlife Federa-
tion has as its chief objective an
educational program to bring
home to child and adult the vital
importance of preserving our soil,
our water, our trees and our wild-
life, so that future generations
may enjoy and use it to its fullest
and richest extent.

These books are soid on a non-
profit cooperative basis to schools
throughout the country and may
be secured by writing directly to
the National Wildlife Federation,
1212 Sixteenth Street, N. W,
Washington, D. C.

Program Safe

(Countinued from Page Four)
Wildlife administrators that this
amount will cover the real needs
of federal aid during this year.

“There i1s another viewpoint
which has not been brought out
into the spotlight. It is that dur-
ing the war the manufacture of
sporting arms and ammunition 1s
being definitely slowed down. This
means that for this season most
of the shotgun and rifle shells
will be purchased out of stock
manufactured prior to June 30,
1942, on which the 10 percent ex-
cise tax had already been paid by
the manufacturer. Accretions to
this special earmarked fund dur-
ing the war may fall materially,
and it is important that there be
a substantial balance in the fund
to take care of next year and the
next and next, if the war lasts
that long.

“After the war there will be a
great impetus given to wildlife
management. State Fish and
Game authorities will go into an
expansion program and many
new Pittman-Robertson projects
will be set up. Wildlife will once
again come into its own and reach
for the sunlife of activity.

“Conservationists’”, the release
concludes, “need have no fear that
their hard worked for program
will be upset by any ruling of
the Treasury or other agency of
the government. It is safe. Con-

gress will give heed to the mer-
ited needs of this program, and
when the post-war period comes
there will be a real nest egg to
provide
funds.”

adequate and needed

Study of Water Levels Made Here

Permanant structure housing water-stage recording gage, located on the lowa River near

There are many sizeable ponds
and lakes in Iowa, including 65
publicly-owned lakes. Some 800
miles of Iowa’s streams are also
publicly-owned and are for the
use and enjoyment of the public.
These natural resources, together
with the land, can be preserved
only through intelligent attention
and husbandry.

Reliable measurements of water
levels on at least a few of these
lakes, as well as the collection of
supplementary related basic data,
are of the utmost importance in a
conservation program. With the
lowering of the water table due
to droughts or other causes, as
well as increased demands on
water supply, the records of lake
levels provide accurate, positive,
and accessible facts for the con-
sideration of the attendant prob-
lems.

During the present emergency
the importance of natural re-
sources—lands and waters iIn
Iowa—has been demonstrated in
the war effort. Only through
conservation and wise use will it

continuous and systematic records
of lake levels in Iowa. Prior to
that time comparatively little
positive data were available con-
cerning water surface elevations
on natural state-owned lakes in
this state. Such information 1s,
of course, essential for the proper
consideration of not only new lake
developments, but property lines,
silting, fish and wildlife propaga-
tion, and control structures on
natural lakes or existing artificial
lakes.

Certain phases of fish propaga-
tion and wildlife management are
contingent upon satisfactory lake
and water-table elevations. Some
local organizations have recog-

nized the value of records by
making intermittent observations
in order to be prepared to protect
their conservation interests.

At the present time the lowa

State Conservation Commission 1s
cooperating on a program of regu-
lar observations of lake levels
with the Water Resources Branch
of the United States Geological
Survey, which maintains a dis-
trict office at Iowa City for work
' with municipal, state, and educa-
tional agencies in Iowa. Stream
| flow data are also obtained in ad-
dition to other related miscella-
neous observations such as rain-
fall and temperature, through the
facilities at state parks and fish
hatcheries. Lake gages are now
maintained at the following lakes:

Clear Lake Hatchery at Clear Lake
Lake Okoboji at Lakeside Laboratory
Spirit Lake Hatchery at Orleans

At a few of these lakes auto-
matic water - stage recording
gages are installed in permanent
structures. These houses of con-
crete construction enable the op-
eration of an instrument which
automatically records a continu-
ous trace of lake or river levels.

Such instruments and records
on elther lakes or rivers definitely
establish among other technical
facts the water surface elevation
at any time. The courts hold that
the State of Iowa owns the soil
in the beds of all meandered and
navigable streams and lakes and
that an individual's riparian rights
extend only to the high-water
mark. The determination and
recording of high and low water
marks in lakes and streams may
thus be considered a part of the
land records which are kept In

®

every county courthouse in Iowa.

Coralville The upper part contains instruments and controls, The lower part forms a be possible to insure the heritage
well, in which a fioat actuates the recording mechanism. .Df SUCh resources fcu- .Dncﬂ.n]j_ng
ARTIFICIAL LAKES
I L I< Name Observer
owa d e Lake Ahquabi State Park near Indianola W. E. Myers
Lake Keomah near Oskaloosa . . .................. ....W. B. Bayless
LEVE‘I Records Lower Pine Lake at Eldora ........... o560 censs .. ..W. R. Chastain
Lake MacBride near Solon .......... Ry e Lt el -7
. Springbrook Lake at Guthrie Center, . e..-.W. K, Garrard
PI"OVE' V|ta| Upper Pine Lake at Eldora .-W. R. Chastain
. Lake Wapello near Drakesville. . ........ TR TGS . . U ...d. A, Babcock
In 1933 the conservation inter- _ NATURAL LAKES
ests recognized the need for some Name Observer

..L. G. Thomas
A, C. McKinstrey
Ray Butler

generations.
A summary of extremes from a

typical lake gage record taken
on Lake Okoboji at Lakeside Lab-
oratory near Milford from 1933
to date shows that the lake level
was 9.06 feet on September 2,
1942. This stage was higher than
at any time since September 17,
1938, when the lake stage was
9.88 feet and at the highest level
during the period 1933 to date.

The datum of this gage 1is
94.51 feet above Iowa Lake Sur-
vey datum and 1,391.76 feet above
mean sea level (general adjust-
ment of 1929). In order to con-
vert the readings to Iowa
Lake Survey datum add 90 feet
to each reading.

It has been estimated that more
than 60,000,000 Americans are 1n-
terested in wildlife activities of
one form or another.

WEST 0KOBOJI LAKE

Calendar Year High . Date Low Date
1933 8.04 May 16 6.65 Nov, 30-Dec. 1
1934 6.91 Apr. 6-16 5.89 Nov. 17-25
1935 7.29 July 2 5.89 Jan 27
1936 7.79 June 8 6.11 Jan, 1
1937 8 85 Aug. 21, 27 6.41 Jan. 4-Feb. b
1938 g9 88 Sept. 17 8.18 Jan. 5
1939 .00 March 116, 17 7.17 Dec 26
1940 777 June 7 & 44 Oct. 26
1941 7.71 July 10 6.60 Jan. 6-10

to date 9.06 Sept. 2 7.35 Jan. 12-23
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